Prayer List

Pray for all those with ongoing health
ailments.

e Renee Cumberland (cancer)

e Ora Barrett

o Scott Williams

Communion
Preparation

2025 preparation list is in foyer

Birthday / Anniversary

BJ Cradic - 2nd

Alyssa Thrash - 2nd
Decker McKenzie - 22nd
Shay Cooper - 28th

Rick and Jill Carlberg - 14th

Men to Serve
Announcements - Shay Cooper

Scripture Reading - 1 Timothy 5:20 -
25

Lead Singing - Chuck Rowell
Head of Lord’s Table - Corey Murphy

Assist on Lord’s Table - James
Johnson

Scripture Reading - Matthew 27:1 -
10

Closing Prayer - Don Potts
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WELCOME

We are a body of believers whose soul
intention is to glorify and serve the
Lord Jesus Christ, who is the head of
His church. Our desire is to reflect
that of our God--that all be saved.
Anyone who is willing to humble
himself before the mighty hand of
God can be saved.

SUNDAY WEDNESDAY
Psalmsg%iglnglass // 1 Thessalonians Bible
Worship Service // glgcs)sp/rfl
10:30 am '

NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
4217 Highway 39 N // Meridian, MS 39301
PHONE: (601)483-2726 WEB: www.nscocmeridian.com
Join us via live stream for our worship service!
Like our Facebook page!



SERMON NOTES

Protect Your Heart
By Allen Dvorak
Heart problems. Those two words can

send chills down our spine. We know
that the condition of our heart can
impact both the quality and length of
our lives. A weak heart can severely
restrict our activities and perhaps can
even indicate a shortened lifespan.
Fortunately, medical science has made
tremendous advances in the care and
prevention of cardiovascular problems.
Conditions which a couple of
generations ago would have been
certain death sentences are now
treatable, allowing people to resume
most or all of their normal activities.

Nevertheless, a person can be in
wonderful physical condition with a
strong cardiovascular system and yet
be in danger. His physical heart may be
in great shape, but he may have a
serious problem with his spiritual
heart. What is the spiritual heart?
Often the Bible refers to the mind of
man as his “heart” rather than the
muscle which pumps blood through his
body. A man thinks or reasons in his
heart (Mark 2:6-8). He believes with
his heart (Romans 10:10) and he
speaks from the “treasury” of his heart
(Matthew 12:34,35). The Biblical heart
is not just the seat of emotions; it is
where man wills, where his conscience
is found. Sin finds its origin in the
heart of man (Mark 7:21).

One of the most serious spiritual heart
problems which man can suffer is
“hardening of the heart.” Hardening of
the heart is actually a process in which
the heart becomes progressively less
receptive to certain stimuli. The person

afflicted often does not want to listen to
divine truth. Sometimes the ability to
understand or perceive spiritual things
is diminished (Mark 6:52; Matthew
13:15). Do we still have hearts to hear...
or have our hearts slowly become
calloused to the story of the sacrificial
love of the Son of God? “Keep your
heart with all diligence...” (Proverbs
4:23).

In the parable of the soils, the wayside
ground was hardened by the feet of the
people who walked on it (Matthew
13:3-9). When the seed, the Word of
God, falls on this soil, it lies on the
hardened surface and cannot
penetrate. This soil represents the
person whose heart has been hardened
by the deceitfulness of sin (Hebrews
3:13), ritualistic religion or even the
humanist philosophies of men (e.g.
evolution). This person hears the
gospel, but is not receptive to the
message. Jesus said that Satan comes
and snatches the seed away.

With our physical hearts, often the first
warning sign that we recognize is a
minor heart attack. Unfortunately,
many people with spiritual heart
problems never do recognize their
condition! Just as with the physical
heart, it is prudent to have a “periodic
check-up” on the condition of the
spiritual heart. How receptive are we to
the teaching of the Bible? Do we turn
away from truth because it does not
match what we want to do with our
lives? The person with a spiritual heart
problem needs to visit the Great
Physician.
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